
The Rowany Standard Standards Project 
 
Inspired by the great Standard Standards projects undertaken by the Baronies of Saint-
Florian-de-la-rivière and Politarchopolis, it is time for Rowany to have its own set of 
Standards. 
 
The type of banner we are making is called a Standard which consists of a long, gently 
tapering triangle. The advantage of this style of banner is that it is not typically an exact 
replica of your arms so you don’t need to have anything registered. Instead these banners use 
design elements from your device and badges arranged in a pleasing way. 
 
This style of banner first appears about the middle of the fourteenth century and was used in 
quite a few different countries, with some style variations. 
 

 
This painted silk ceremonial standard is associated with the Douglas of Cavers family, hereditary sheriffs of 

Roxburghshire. It probably dates from the late 16th century. Scottish. 
From http://nms.scran.ac.uk/database/record.php?usi=000-100-002-275-C 

 
 



 
One of “The Lady and the Unicorn” Tapestries. ~1500, France. This particular Standard does use the device 

without modification. 



 

 
Colours: Blue background, purple man-tyger with a yellow cap and ermine brim, yellow estoiles (the stars), 
black bulls heads with silver crowns and chain. 
 

 
Colours: White and red background, same for the fringe, ermine unicorn irradiated with alternating rays of 
yellow and white, the carnations are white-edged pink with a yellow centre, the leaves are unspecified but 
probably green. 
 

 
Colours: Red background, white lion with a blue crescent and tongue. 
 
Extract from “Banners, standards, and badges, from a Tudor manuscript in the College of Arms”, 1 edition, By 

Howard de Walden, Thomas Evelyn Scott-Ellis Baron. Note that to save space, the Cross of St George (the 
kingdom populace badge of England) has been left off many of the depictions but would be there in the actual 

standard as seen in the third image. 
From: 

https://openlibrary.org/works/OL4372822W/Banners_standards_and_badges_from_a_Tudor_manuscript_in_the
_College_of_Arms 



 
If you would like to see and find more period examples, a good list can be found on Sabine 
du Bourbonnais’s website. https://threegoldbees.com/collegia-notes/heraldic-standards/ 
 
The basic features of this style of standard have the Kingdom populace badge at the hoist, 
which is the bit closest to the flagpole, followed by elements of the device and badges strewn 
down the length, often divided by motto bands. The edges were then fringed in the secondary 
colour or alternating bands of secondary colours. The field was usually the primary colour or 
split horizontally with your primary and secondary colours. The Tudor examples above 
provide some good examples of this. 
 
A nice example of capturing these elements in the SCA is by Lord Eberhard Neggerstein of 
Politarchopolis shown below. This incorporates elements from his device, household badge 
and home barony. 
 

Device Household Badge Home Barony 

   

 
Lord Eberhard’s standard designed using elements of his device and various affiliations. 

 
 



In Rowany’s case the basic design will have the populace badge at the hoist. From period 
examples, you can see the tail, known as the fly, can have different shapes however we shall 
be using a rounded shape as the basic template. 
 

 
These standards will belong to the people who make them. However there will be an 
expectation that you bring it to local events so it can be displayed. Otherwise feel free to do 
with them what you will. 
 
If you do not want to make one, that’s fine. Also don’t feel restricted in designing your own 
heraldic banners that they must conform to this ‘standard’ design. There are plenty of other 
banner styles and even within this one, size and shape varies widely. The purpose of this 
project is that it makes the barony look awesome and helps us all to feel more immersed in 
our game. Also, it is shiny and more shiny is always good. 
 
The project will be run in several stages. 

1. Design. 
2. Cutting out blanks. 
3. Painting 
4. Heat sealing 
5. Finishing 

 
Materials will be plain white cotton drill painted with modern heat setting paint (Permaset 
fabric paint) and bound with bias tape. Unlike silk, cotton doesn’t need to be stretched before 
painting, and the bias tape means that we don’t need to fiddle with getting the fringing right. 
 
To summarise: 
Fabric: White cotton drill 
 
Paint: Permaset fabric paint 

 Sable - Jet Black 
 Gules - Bright Red 
 Purpure - Purple 
 Vert - Mid Green 
 Azure - Blue B 
 Or - Yellow R or Gold Lustre 
 Argent - Standard White or Bright Silver 



 
Other materials: 
White Bias tape 
 
Size: 
94 × 270 cm from 150cm wide fabric 
 

 
Proposed cutting layout.  

 
Cost: 
$25 per banner. 
 


